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Opinion: Why a bill 
expediting private 
ownership of Georgia's 
salt marsh is a bad idea 
'Passing this bill would hamper the State's ability to employ 

necessary due diligence in evaluating claims affecting public trust 

lands, thus increasing the likelihood of dubious claims succeeding' 
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By Karen Grainey 

REPRESENTATIVE Jesse Petrea has introduced state legislation (HB 748) that 

will shift the burden of proof to the State when landowners wish to asse1t 

ownership rights to coastal marshlands. 

Common law public trust doctrine holds that the lands regularly submerged by 








